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ABSTRACT ' . . 

' Although the systematic study of Mack people is much 

needed and long ov^r^ue, black studies programs as they exist are 
faced with problems and pressures concerning the way they "have been 
jcreated. Responding to^ black students demand for such programs, in 
some cases colleges ha^e acted in haste and neither have recruited 
vell*train3d, intellectually accomplished scholars in black studies, 
nor students who have the command of language or of systematic . 
analysis necessary to me^t exacting standards* The particular . 
direction these programs have taken can be understood against the 
background of the educational situation of black students and of the 
push for increased black enrollftents, creating many cases of 
ftismatchment of student^ viith institutions'* That the future of 
special black studies programs and departments looks grim is a 
viewpoint that is a jriewpoijnt that is not shared by" the second 
contributor to thi$ pamphlet* Here, black studies are defended, for 
they represent the mo^t likely institutional structure under; which 
courses of and about |blacks are best organized and taught*. T^e 
problems of black studies pan be solved through proper Organization 
and scientific conceptualizations* Where universities aire able to 
organize and st^tf goon black studies programs, they should do so. 
(Author/AH) ' ' 
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ONE VIEWPOINT 



B> THOMAS SOWEI J. 

Economhu Urban Institute, 

[H Like cvcr>thin{: hum^ti* bluck 

studies IS dillorcnt iti thc(Vy than 
in roaliij. The sjstemjitic Atudy 
<*t hhick pcoplo — ill ihe^nitcd 
States and or aroumHfie world 
— h much needed and long ^ 
overdue. Thissays nothing about 
v\ hothcr hiaek studies program^; as 
thev actual i> exist are doing a 
good job or a had job. orwhother 
the\ can be expected in the long 
run to contribute to th^e solutions 
or to the problems. It is signifk^mt 
that M>nie outstanding scholars 
w ho have <lcvoted their lives to 
the study of black people are 
among ilic bitterest critics of blaek 
studies programs. * 

The problems of black stuilies 
programs are not problems with 
the field of stu<K but with the way 
ihese'progranis>\ere created and 
the pressures generated within 
them. After >ears of ignoring the 
study of blaek peopfe, colleges 
and universities all over the coun- 
trj suddenly started setting np 
black studies programs at the 
same time. - 

Since it takes many years to pre- 
pare anil train a scholar and 
educator in any tiekL in no held 
ean the supplv of conipetem pro- 
fessors be increased quickly. If 
the schools liad suddenly tried to 
increase their courses in astrono- 
my or mathematics tenfold over- 

Di Smsclt hti\uu^lit CLo[i<miLcs tit H'^cral 
universities He evprcvc^ hi\ ^<iiiecrii for 

Muh^iitut /rfKvJj< V pil^>li^llcJ m 1972 liV 
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iiiglii. these fields would also hiwe 
suftcrcil a sh*irp dLMcriormioii in 
quality. As they quickly ex- 
hnustj^<l the existing pool of schol- 
ars. ihe> wouki have been forceil 
to resort to those less qualificil 
anil ultiiii?itel> to ■\\arm botlies.^' 
^ This has been the late of black 
studies — and it has nothing to do 
with the subjeet matter, only with 
the circuinsiances. 

A crueial factor in the e^tab- 
' listmient of black studies pro- 
grams has been ihe pressure of 
black suidents for such programs. 
This is vvh> colleges and universi- 
ties have acted in such haste and 
all at the same time. Stu<lents' 
inlUienee ^vcr these dcpartmenl;> 
hasgenerall) been much greater 
than their iallucnee o\er tradi- 
tional departinentb.and it is not 
uncommon ii) blae& studies 
departments for students to have 
either the po^ver to select faculty 
or to veto app<>intments. 

Leaving aside philosophical' 
questions as to hcihcr students 
shouU have such powers, the fact 
that they iiavi^ niucii more power in 
black studies departments than in 
any other departments makes 
black studies a less attractive op- 
tion io faculty members who are 
< good enough to be able to pick 
<ind ehot>se among ctjmpeting 
offers. There is no attraction in 
having a Joh in which continua- 
tion and promolioii depend on 
saying what the students want to 
hear. 

Perhaps the greatest handicap 
to recruiting wcir-trained atid in- 
telleciuatly accomplished schol- 
ars ns blaek studies faculty mem- 
bers is simply the low quality of 



such prognuiis tt> hegiii with. Any 
organization tciutsto attract pC(i- 
ple'siinilar to those who arc ~ 
alrccuK in that orgnnization. 

At the outset, there were simpK 
not enough real scholars tonuin 
all the hiaek studies progr;i^ns that 
\\ ere created overnight, lJut even 
as more ahlc and well -trained 
\oung scholars in hhick hisioi>, 
black s(K'ioU>gv , and so on have 
>:unnroarTyrtop gradVsatc schools, 
the) have tended to avoid hiack 
stndies programs iliat would make 
them colleagues ol'nien who vutc 
selected lor their ideology oi 
eharisnia and who have little or, no 
acailemi^^tanding in the college 
or university. 

The reluctance of taleniccl 
scht^lars to accept appointnienls 
that vvc>uld coni[>ronnbe their own 
staniling or development is some- 
times matche;l h\ a reluctance ol 
l>!ack studies departnients to hire 
such persons even when thc\ are 
availahle. 

In s*)nie cases, the eo! lege or 
university has recruited many 
black students who lack the com- 
in,\nd of language or of systematic 
analysis neeessary U) nieet e,\act 
ing stan^liirds. The in^itution is 
then driv en (n the logic ol' the 
situation to seek similarly "defi- 
cient teachers and adminis- 
trators ol speeiai programs as 
people to whom the students can 
"relate," 

At some institutions, black 
scholars vvith strong academic 
records have been rejected lor 
such positions precisely because 
t>r their competence. In n^ore ex- 
treme cases, black studies oHicials 
have acqtiired a voice ora veto in 
the selection ol" black laeulty 
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members in'other departments, 
and again they seek people like 
themselves rather than people 
who are an implicit threat to what 
they represent. 

Enrollment iixblack studies 
courses has usually been well 
below anyone's expectations. The ' 
number ol" black students who 
fought for the establishment of ■ 
such programs typically far ex- 
ceeds the number who njgularly 
enroll in black studies courses, 
niuch less major tnJhe subject. 

This is very revealitig — not only 
in regard to the quality of these 
programs and ih<S black students* 
realistic assessments oFthem — but 
also in regard to the reasons^ 
behind the original Jrive to set up 
such programs. Thesymboiic 
value of black studies was enor- 
mous — as a foetus for black stu- 
dent feelings and frustrations. 
There was never any eorrespond- 
ing urgency about its educational 
aspect, despite some rhetorical 
flourishes; and the disappointing 
quality of what emerged dUl 
nothing to create a demand. 

In some cases, c.xclusions of 
white students on grounds that 
they could not possibly under- 
sland "."the black experience** have 
been rescinde\(when pathetically 
small enrollments of black stu- 
dents have threatened the^jobs of 
the, black studies faculty. 

The drive to set up black stud- 
ies programs and the particular 
direction these programs took can 
be understood only against the 
background of the educational 
situation of blacKsiudents 
generally and of the sudcl^en push 
for increased black enrollments in 
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colleges and universities. 

Man>' black stgtlenis hnve 
sinipiy nc)t received ihc kind of 
^due^uion necessary to prepare 
ihem Tor d^Sniandlng college work, 
such us that required at Ivy 
League colleges. The/e is no need 
ht^re to assess thejelative amounts 
of blame that should go to the 
school system.ihe home, and so 
fortjf. There is m^re than enough 
blame for everybody. The impor- 
tant tact is that many black stu- 
dents entcrxollege with numerous 
and serious educational handi- 
caps. 

Moreover^the special programs 
that are set up for black students 
are oriented toward the question, 
" What can Harvard {or Yale or 
Amherst) do to nx^^i^intain its 
visibility as an educational 
leader?" The question is almost 
never posed in^ terms of where and 
in what way the black students can 
get/the best education, in the light 
of their actual circumstances. 

If the central subject were, in 
fac^t, the black student rather than 
the institution and if the approach 
were to place him where his needs 
would be best served {rather than 
to achieve an institutionally ac- 
ceptable racial body count), it is 
almost inconceivable that so many 
black students would be enrolled 
at universities celebrated for their 
research output or at elite colleges 
geared to students who have been 
prepared for the experience since 
they wer^e out of diapers. 

The preoccupation of the aca- 
demic world with invidious, 
and often simpleminded., com- 
parisons has led to the implicit no- 
tion that there are bad. good, and 
best schools and that admission is 
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a question of who ''deserves" lo be 
where. In this context, people 
often "justify" the admission <>f 
black students for \\huin the in- 
stitution is wholly unsuitable on ' 
grounds that it is riot the students' 
■*fauU" that thee do not meet its 
standards. 

-^-hc^rcal question — w-hether the 
institution nieets.tlioir needs — is 
seldotn usked.onf it is asked, it is 
asked in the Utopian sense of 
seeking to change the institution 
so that it will cease to be what it is 
in order to aecominudate one por- 
tion of its student btxly. Realisti- 
cally, this is not going to happen/ 
(Except in the lin^itod sense that a 
great research university may find 
Lt expedient to set up a separate 
and unequal program to keep the 
btaek students quiet while the 
university goes about its real busi* 
ness. This is as unnecessary as it is 
dishonest and destructive. 

^Everyone does not get a "bet- 
ter^* education at a "better" in- 
stitution — particularly w hen the 
institution's reputation is built on 
.its resear<:h output, as top reputa- 
tions arc. .Vlany students — white 
or black — can learn more in an in- 
troductorj economies course at 
Wabash College than at Harvard 
or MJ.T. A student may learn lit- 
tle or nothing at an uistitution that 
assumes.he has ^n educational 
background \thich he just dties Mi ' 
have. 

Certainly a course geared to 
students w ith a solid niath back- 
ground and or high reading 
speeds is s(x>n going to lose any- 
one \\ithout these assets, how ever 
much "native ability*" he may 
have. The drive of tup institutions 
to fill their quota (avoiding this 



word Jikc the plague, ot course) * 
.has led to a nusin;itchinga>f black 
students otui educational institu- 
ttons all up und down thejine. 

If the Ivy League colleges^ be* 
cause ihey want a good body ' 
count, drain otT the black students 
o[ suue college caliber, then the 
state colleges will hiive to get 
black students who do not meet 
tlieir ^tanda^.ls. unless they w ant 
to tall behind ni tho numbers 
"game- 

So it goes, all down the aca- 
demic p(^cking order with, the ^ 
net result that great numbers of 
blaek students are in over their 
head^ aeadeimcal); and struggling 
to sla> alloat.\ 

The pres!>ures.genefl|ated by this 
jnisiuatching are ;^evere. For many 
a black student, ac^ade nie prob 
Jems are eo[upounde^i bv his reel- 
ing guilty at having personal aiU 
vantages over fdunK i^nd friends 
buck in the ghetto, f^is guilt 
creates a need to demonstlrS^e to 
others — and to himself — thtit he 
has not sold out, that he is'ij<>t 
going to be scared, duped, or cor- 
rupted by The Man. 

Pressures of a different sort ar6 
telt by college officials caught in a 
cross fjre between angry faculty 
members concerned about stan- 
dards and militants demanding 
higher body counts. In this^situa- 
tion. black studies is a political 
godsend, ^ 
' Through black studies, students 
who carjnot meet high standards 
are given low standards; students 
without the background for 
academic work can engage in rap 
sessions instead; students who 
have trouble relating to whites 
can segregate .themselves with 



10 



b)iicks. Of c<)ursi.\ what is p<>liii- 
cully optimal is not cduartionally 
optima^ much less socially op- 
tinyrf: h is^ in tact<a massive * 

tccpii\g ot problems under the 
rug. The mosl hopelul sign thai 
tiiany hiackstutlents themselves 
see this. 

The future of special Mack 
studies programs and dcparttuents. 
looks grim. Small enroUnients 
make their survival -a problem, 
while the inadequatequalifications 
of most black studios fac- 
ulties (cotiipared to those of 
cither blacks or whites in tradi- 
tional department 0 make their 
alternaiiveopportiniiies for 
emplov nicnt loo p^>or lo expicct 
them to accept the |oss of their- 
jobs without resort to demagogU"^ 
cry; \ ' \^ 

. However, the fuuiye t>( black 
studies as aa avenue of iniellee- 
Eual inquirj looks lar\more prom- 
/ising. Much interest has been 
'generated in the subject, and1t is 
^ being pursued b> increi^siiig num- 
' bei;ji of able seholacs outside of 
black studies programs, ^he * 
tlec^^ne and demise oij tht^se pro- 
grams should in fact improve the. 
prospects of fruitlul^inc^uirj in 
this fickl □ < 
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JUIOTHER VpEWPOINT . 

By RONALD BERESFORD 
BAILEY 

American Coimcit on Education 
FeUow in Academic Adminis- 
tftninn, Florida Atlantic Universt- 
^(}\ boca Raton. 



□ In 1970 1 wrotca shoH aHicIc 

in defense of black studies pro- 
grams, ( Why Black Studies? 
Saint Loiiis University Magazine, 
Winter, 1970; condensed and 
reprinted in The Edt^tion 
Digest, May, 1970). Essentiully, I 
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argued (lia( blnck studied is con- 
cerned with the history and cul- 
ture of a people and, on that 
basis iUonc, is a wonh) undertak- 
ing, 

'I also argued that black studlics 
programs represent the most 
likel v institutional struecure under 
whieh courses of and about btaeks 
might, best be organized and 
taught. since traditionally ^ 
organized uiiivcrsifj, college, aiul 
sehool departments generally ig- 
nore the n^lc^Hlacks in the 
Aincrican expeficnee. In short, I 
argued that since black people 
were placed bejond the jicadeniic 
pale, it was better to have the 
history of black people taught 
separately, rather than not at all,' 

In his book. liiack Edia-ation: 
Myths and Tragedies. Thomas 
Sowcll highlights most if not all of 
the shortcomings of black studies ' 
programs* as he knows them, and 
he argues ratherconvineingly. 
Nevertheless, in view of h^i? lacl^ ' 
of doeunientatiotii,t;^eems"fairto 
assume that)iis r^hiarks dn black 
stu^i^^ programs are based ' . 
lacg^VpViiis'perspnal e?fper^- ^ 
^nees and'di^juss|ozjs wifth uni- 
dentified inrdrviduals rather than ^ 
tVonii research ani^'investigation as 
dcfiified by usudl academicsian- 
dartls, J 

Sowell has a duty lo eonslruol a 
more systematic (perhaps a sur- 
vey-type) tool to confirm or deny 
the validity of his experiences and 
those of the individuals 
with whom he conferred. Other- 
wise, there is no way to^lctcrminc 
how accufatciy the probl^^ms he 
discusses typify black stuHlcV^' 

ili^ t;i4:ulr> I'vpciK'ri^c at ^^.v^i.tt unit vrMt res 
Mj^k siuiljo ,tiia ^pv\.l,il m;tvuvv pri>gr,t«l^, ^ 
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jirograms thruugfituil the couniry, 
/ 1 \\<^uU! be reiiHss. however, if I 
/ (jlici not quickh adOjhfi^ 1 tend to 
|lgree with some ofSovvelTs con-^ 
elusions. As one vvho^hiib both 
taught in :nid supervised hhick 
studies .fid special services pro- 
■grams. ! "Rave faced soinO of the 
prohionis he has discussed. 
Nevertheless, tf^e quesM<)n of how ' 
peivasivc or how fijjifdatncntat 
thcbc problems ^re in the universi- 
ties throughoAit ilic countrv is still 
left lo conj^Jciurc. 

St/co(Ki. i do not find my belief 
ill the^ecd for black ^tudies pro- 
grams and SovvelTs criticism of 
t^!>^ln tn be contradictor} . He and 1 
ire talking about two different / 
aspects iirthesanie problem. Wc 
dis*igrce, I believe, in what to do 
about ibnt problem. 

I am saving that the history of 
b^ack people bhoutd be taught and 
thai, given, iho American aca- 
demic milieu, black studies 
programs represent thdtnost 
likcK programs'in which a con- 
centrated effort can be made to ac- 
coinplisli this goal. 

Sovvcli. it seems to ine. is saying 
"that becausecjl'the vvav in whicli 
inanv have been created, organ- 
ized, and run and. espccioily, be- 
cause of some of the personnel 
^^eiceted to be in charge, black- 
studies programs have not taught 
the hislorv of b Lick people very^ 
well. These programs, he chums. , 
have been, bv and large, a dis- ' 
service rall\er than li service to the 
leaching of and about black peo- 
ple. / 

Up to this point. Soweir;m<| 1 
are not ni anv substantial dis- 
agreement- indeed, insofar as n)y 
limited experiences go. I am of the 

JC u 



opinion tthU he ib correct when he 
Lonciudes that bonic of the pro- 
grams arc nor scr\-ing verj useful 
purposes the\ are presently 
eonbtruetedand adniinistered, , 
However, Swell and 1 part com- 
pan\ with regard loihe solution or 
solutions tuthe problems he dc- 
se^rihes, ^ - 

I infer that he sec^ only two real 
options for the hiack studies 
faeuitv member (lOtoaegept 
aeadeinie inferiorjtv or (b)to pro- 
mote nonaeadeniie goals. Another 
i>piu>n would be not to aQtindon 
black studies progran\s but u> 
strengthen them in terms of their 
nrgaiiizution and functions until 
thc\ are as fieatlcnncaily sound 
atid eonnnand as nmch respect as 
the traditional disciplines. 

1 he problems of black studies, 
u seems to nic. are Soluble, First, . 
the problem ot too niony hastily 
andaUrConstructcd black studies ^ 
,programs can be solved b>^rec<)g- 
ni/ing that some untversiiics-^ire 
not large enough or financi^illy 
secure enough to house a respect- 
able black studies department. 

Those uni\ crsiiics that can es- 
tablish good black studies pro- 
grams sliould do so. the remaining 
institutions should select a num- 
^ber of core courses on blacks and 
incorporate these courses into tra- 
ditional fields of stud>. For exam- 
ple, a course entitled, say, "The 
History of Black Americans from 
Slavery to Freedom'' might best 
be taught in the history depart- 
ment* Another core course on 
*Tlie Politics of Inequality** might 
best be taught b\ political science* 

In short, here universities arc 
able to organize and staff good 
black studies programs, they 
should do so. in instances where 
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this is iu)t possible^ core courses 
ofLmd about bkieks ought to be 
added in traditioiKil fields o( 

stuti>. 

Ill this Stiiiic vein, university 
officiJU responsible for hiring 
faculty for these programs should, 

in ati> other progpiju, seek put 
those who^re jcifdep^ically pre- 
piirpiU^^ do thejob^These well- 
qiraV^ifcd blacks would have no 
n^ci\ to politicise the students, at 
tiiV expense ol educt^ting them, in 
order to establish a power base for 
' themselves,- 

By the same token, at^d this is a - 
real problem, university ofiicials 
must come out frotu behind such 
eliches as can*t find any quali- 
fied blacks/' This kind of 
ganie only infuriates blacks, who 
uften respond b\ engaging in some 
lurm of protest. Administrators, in 
turn, then rush to hire blacks. It is 
precise!) in such an atmosphere 
that the less able people are 
engaged. Administrators must un- 
derstand this phenomenon and 
- seek out the aLademically 
qualitied before crisis-t>pe situa- 
tions occur- 
Second, it must be made clear to 
black students that while black 
student protest movements helped 
hasten the btrth of black studies 
progran:s. these programs and the 
personnel in th^^m cannot be sub- 
jected to every whim of every 
black student. Black students 
should have inputs into thetfc us 
well as other university programs, 
but they should not be allowed the^ 
final word on the chairman and 
professors or the course offerings 
and how they are to be taughU 
In short, black students who 
want good progrimis must recog- 
nize that having a hundred 
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tiitforcni voices advise how these 
programs shoutci be organized and 
run does not help the sueccss in- 
dex. Rather, sych activity only 
serves to chase.awuy the more 
able and educationally oriented 
professors, who refuse to be sub- 
jected xo such antiintellectual 
nonsense. This, in turn, hastens 
the demise of the programs. 

Third, a number of scholars 
who have expertise in black stud- 
ies should eomc together in some 
vva> and draw up a model bla^k 
studies Curriculum outlining 
eourscs by name and briefly 
dcijcribing the probable contents 
of each. 

They /night also suggest the ^" 
t> pe of aeadetnic training one 
bfti)uld have eitiier to dit;ect these 
programs or to teach the courses 
outlined in the model curriculum. 
This would serve to eliminate the 
"God called me" types, who no 
more bclonti in the educational 
i^ystem than thc> did in the pulpits 
or, in more recent times, in thc.po- 
litical arqiui, 

Finalh , cxpcdiciicy-mindcd lid- 
ministrators, well as the incqrn- 
petcnts they have hired, should be 
Weeded oul^: Thej must be re- 
placed, however, by individuals 
\vho arc not only acndcinicnily 
secure but who arc also fuHy 
aware of the need for and the right 
of black folks to have their history 
and culture taught and taught 
honestly, 

I do not believe that the solu- 
tion to the problems of black stud- 
ies programs is to dismantle them 
any more than I believe that 
schools of education or depart- 
ments of sociology, which, 
SovVclt observes in his book, do not 
enjoy high status in the academic 



Community, should be dismantled. 

Rnther, 1 believe that black 
studies programs have some very 
necessary and iniportant functions 
to perform. To dismantle the pro- 
grams would mean only that some 
other means, with a new set of 
problems, would have to be de- 
vised Jn order that the history of 
bhieks be taught. 

The history of black people 
must continue to be recorded and 
taught, no matter what. For with- 
out black studies, the myths and 
tragedies, the hopes and fears, the 
dreams and realities of a people 
might very;.\vell be condemued to 
obscurity .^J^Jj) group of people can 
attord thi^^- 

Black studies programs, freed 
ot their problems, pcopejly 
V organized and scientifically con- 
ceived, will remove the liistoricnl 
and culturaLyoid in which blacks 
often find.themselves. 

Blacks and \\ hites (my teaching 
experiences tell me yiat whites are 
tilso helped b\ bUick studies) will 
come to know and understand 
black historl and culture objec- 
tively from those blacks and, I 
dare say, unbiased while protes-*; 
sional^ who have a thorough 
knowledge <)tAfrii:l»n-American 
iiistory and cyltyre, . 

Through* black studies, black 
btudents and w hite students will 
be introduced to such scien- 
tifically oriented scholars as 
W,E.8. DuBois, CarierG. Wood- 
iion, Charles H. Wesley, John 
Mope Fi'aiiklin, Herbert 
Aptheker, Rayford Logan J. 
Saunders Redding* E. Franklin. 
Frtizicr, Martin Jenkins, Loren 
Miller. August Meier, Elliott 
Rudwick, Beryamtn Quarles, St, ■ 
Clair Drake, Kenneth B. Cl^rk, 
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Matthew Holtlerit Jr., Harold 
Rbse, Joanne Grant, Charles 
Hamilton, Harold Cruse, Vincent 
Harding, H[arry A. Bailey, Jr, 
Thomas Dye, Melvin Drim- 
mer/Eric Foner, Lerone Bennett, 
rJr., and Louis Harlan* InfJeed, 
they wUl also get to meet Thomas 
So well A 

Whatu am saying js that many 
of the nilmes of the aforemen- 
tioned inpividuals^ both blacks 
and whites* woyld not even be 
recognizpd were it not for their 
rcseareh efforts on the world of 
Africun-Amerieans. Somehow, 
' therefore* it seems inconceivable 
jhat all of this excellent research 
should be done on black people 
und then not be disseminated by 
some such means as a black stud- 
ies program, 

Thus, 1 am sure that the dis- 
tinguished black scholars who, 
Sowell say^ in his book, have cri- 
ticized bl^k studies programs 
could notrOe against studying and 
teaching about black folks, for 
they theijiselves have engaged in 
both of ihese activities. 



Ratl^cr. not unlikc\Sowell> they 
have undoubtLXlly criticized the 
way in which some of these pro- " 
grams are presently constructed, I 
can understand this critielsm. 
Constructive criticism is ^od fyt 
the soul. With.it. black studies 
prograifts can be improved. 

Can we not then go about the 
important business of restructur- 
ing those black studies programs 
in needof it sothntthey may serve 
their intended purposes of teach- 
ing and research? After all, if we 
doat fiave black studies in the 
classroom, the history of a people 
will be relegated to dusty library 
shelves. □ 
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The future of special' 
black studies 

programs and departments 
looks grim. 



Xhose universities that can 
establish good black studies 
programs should do so. 



i 

\ 
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